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lead by persuasion, kindness, and rea-
son according to Your Scriptures. 
Equip and guide them to craft laws, 
resolutions, and amendments that will 
accomplish Your will for our Nation. 
By Your Spirit, help them carry out 
these noble responsibilities with wis-
dom and integrity. I also ask that You 
would encourage their families this 
day. 

Our Savior, we eagerly await Your 
return and Your perfect justice and 
mercy. Until that moment, grant us 
patience, and help us be of good cour-
age and strong heart. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. ELLISON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. 
EZEKIEL PIPHER 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
SMITH) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to introduce Dr. Zeke 
Pipher, who will serve as our guest 
chaplain today. Zeke earned his Master 
of Divinity from Talbot School of The-
ology and his Doctor of Ministry from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. 
He is the senior pastor at Heartland 
Evangelical Free Church in Central 
City, Nebraska. 

In addition to his work in the min-
istry, he is an avid outdoorsman and 

author. His first book, ‘‘Man on the 
Run: Helping Hyper-Hobbied Men Rec-
ognize the Best Things,’’ was released 
last year; and he is a regular contrib-
utor to several national outdoor maga-
zines. He and his wife, Jamie, have 
three children and live in central Ne-
braska. 

And, importantly, his favorite foot-
ball team is the Nebraska Cornhuskers. 
It is my honor to welcome Dr. Pipher. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MEADOWS). The Chair will entertain 15 
further requests for 1-minute speeches 
on each side of the aisle. 

f 

EPA RELEASES PRODUCERS’ IN-
FORMATION TO ENVIRONMENTAL 
GROUPS 

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to the EPA’s 
recent disregard for our Nation’s food 
safety. 

Two weeks ago, I learned the EPA re-
leased phone numbers, addresses, and 
even geographic coordinates that were 
collected from livestock producers. 
This information was requested by ex-
tremist groups, including Earth Jus-
tice and the Natural Resources Defense 
Council, through a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request. The EPA handed 
over the very personal information. 

I have serious concerns about the po-
tential threat these actions pose to the 
privacy of American farm families, as 
well as the safety and security of our 
Nation’s food supply. This is yet an-
other example of the EPA’s overreach 
into the lives of hardworking individ-
uals in rural America. 

As chairman of the Agricultural Sub-
committee on Livestock, Rural Devel-
opment, and Credit, I’m leading a 
group of 40 House Members in writing a 
letter to the acting director of the EPA 
expressing our concern and asking the 
acting director to ensure the released 
information is not improperly used. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unacceptable for 
the EPA to do anything that could 
jeopardize our Nation’s food security or 
threaten our Nation’s farm operations. 

f 

SEQUESTRATION 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, the other 
day, it became public that Valerie Har-
per, the star of ‘‘Rhoda,’’ was diagnosed 
with terminal brain cancer. She pub-
licly went forward with that, and it 
was very touching. I saw her on the 
morning news when she talked about 
it. She said that she’s doing chemo-
therapy, she has maybe 3 months—she 
doesn’t know how much—to live, and 

she said her husband says that if we 
can slow this thing down, more stuff 
may come up. 

They’re working fast and furiously 
for all of us. They’re not working for 
Valerie Harper because she played 
Rhoda, but they’re doing this for all 
cancer patients. And the people that 
are doing this for all cancer patients— 
the doctors, the universities, and the 
scientists—are funded by the National 
Institutes of Health, all of which will 
get a 51⁄2 percent cut in their budget be-
cause of the sequestration. 

This is another example of why it 
was wrong for us to let the sequestra-
tion go into effect and why it’s wrong 
for us not to make cuts that make 
sense. We need to put more and more 
dollars for cancer patients, for people 
with diabetes, people with Alzheimer’s, 
people with AIDS, and people with ill-
nesses that can and will be cured. If 
they can stay around for a little 
longer, they can come up with a cure 
and save people’s lives. We don’t need 
to defund or reduce the funding for the 
National Institutes of Health. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. MARK 
EDWARDS, NATIONAL SUPER-
INTENDENT OF THE YEAR 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. North Carolina’s 
Ninth District is blessed with many 
wonderful, hardworking educators. 
Today, I’d like to introduce you to one 
of them, Dr. Mark Edwards, who was 
recently named National Super-
intendent of the Year. Since becoming 
superintendent of the Mooresville 
Graded School District in 2007, end-of- 
grade test scores have soared to the 
second highest in all of North Carolina, 
the graduation rate is now the third 
highest in the State, and Mooresville 
has become a nationally recognized 
model for integrating technology into 
the classroom. 

These achievements are even more 
impressive when you consider that 
Mooresville has one of the smallest 
budgets out of the 115 school directs in 
North Carolina. 

Dr. Edwards’ work should be a re-
minder that strong leadership, dedi-
cated teachers, and proactive commu-
nity involvement are the most impor-
tant factors in the success of our stu-
dents, not Washington bureaucrats or 
programs. 

Dr. Edwards, on behalf of the people 
of North Carolina’s Ninth District, con-
gratulations on your national award. 
May God continue to bless you and 
your work in Mooresville. 

f 

b 1210 

THE REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 
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Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, Con-

gressman RYAN’s current budget pro-
posal is a harsh austerity program that 
seeks to reduce the deficit on the backs 
of our Nation’s most vulnerable while 
only benefiting the special interests 
and the Nation’s ultrawealthy. 

Under this plan, more than 30 million 
Americans now covered by the Afford-
able Care Act, including more than 
70,000 residents of my district, would be 
at risk of losing their coverage. 

Medicare as we know would cease to 
exist for more than 5 million future 
seniors, and over 3.5 million seniors 
today would lose Medicare preventa-
tive care coverage. 

This plan also jeopardizes our Na-
tion’s economic recovery. The Eco-
nomic Policy Institute estimates the 
plan will cost more than 2 million jobs 
in the next year, reduce the GDP by 1.7 
percent, and literally stall the econ-
omy through 2017. This is neither the 
balanced nor rational approach that we 
need. 

I want to work with my colleagues 
here in the Congress to pass a budget 
that creates jobs, grows the economy, 
strengthens the middle class, and re-
sponsibly reduces the deficit. 

Sadly, this is not that plan. 
f 

A CALL FOR JOHN MORTON TO 
RESIGN 

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, we recently learned that Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement, also 
known as ICE, released thousands of il-
legal immigrants out of our detention 
facilities across the country in antici-
pation of the sequester cuts. This was 
done not after the sequester became 
law or the cuts became reality, but in 
anticipation. 

This is the latest in a string of lapses 
in judgment by ICE Director John Mor-
ton. Because of his repeated question-
able actions, I’ve called on Mr. Morton 
to resign. 

Rather than making commonsense 
cuts like reducing administrative staff-
ing, cutting overhead, or taking other 
action, ICE chose to release thousands 
of known criminals directly onto our 
streets and into our communities. 
ICE’s justification for this plan is that 
those individuals will remain in a mon-
itoring program while deportation pro-
ceedings are ongoing. Really? 

It baffles me that ICE officials con-
tinue to insist that someone who has 
already committed a crime by entering 
this country illegally would willingly 
participate in a monitored self-depor-
tation program. 

The sequester has started and across- 
the-board cuts will affect us all, but we 
cannot stand by while ICE makes irre-
sponsible decisions. I call on John Mor-
ton to resign and make a full account-
ing of this debacle to the American 
people. 

CONGRATULATING EMMANUEL 
AVILES 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of a very special guest of mine 
today, Emmanuel Aviles from Taun-
ton, Massachusetts, who is visiting 
Washington with his family. 

At just 10 years old, Emmanuel was 
selected as the grand-prize winner in 
Scholastic’s national Picture a Presi-
dent art contest. His charcoal sketch of 
Abraham Lincoln earned him that dis-
tinguished honor, as well as a 50-book 
library for his classroom at Parker 
Middle School and a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Emmanuel’s teacher back home calls 
him, ‘‘a great role model,’’ who is 
‘‘eager to learn and help other kids.’’ 
He practices art drawing every day and 
hopes to some day pursue a career in 
art. 

Today, Emmanuel is joined in the 
Capitol by his father, Emmanuel, Sr., 
his mother, Karen, and his brother, 
Diego. 

I would like to welcome them to 
Washington and congratulate Emman-
uel on making his school, his city, and 
his State incredibly proud. 

Congratulations, Emmanuel. 
f 

OPEN THE PEOPLE’S HOUSE 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
it was just over a week ago that we 
learned that the White House is being 
closed to public tours. 

Now the President attempts to jus-
tify this decision saying it’s a Secret 
Service decision. I find this disturb-
ingly ironic, coming from a President 
whose own Web site says that it is his 
mission to ‘‘open up the House to as 
many people as possible,’’ that he is ac-
cepting without objection the decision 
to prevent the American people from 
accessing the White House, their house, 
the people’s house. 

Even during some of the darkest days 
of America’s history, our 16th Presi-
dent, Abraham Lincoln, championed 
the policy of true open doors to the 
White House and governmental trans-
parency. Contrast that with President 
Obama who is acquiescing to the exact 
opposite, closing the White House 
doors to the public. 

If the President is unable to help the 
Secret Service manage an 8.2 percent 
budget cut and still keep the people’s 
house open, then the American people 
are entitled to some answers from their 
Chief Executive. 

f 

THE REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican budget released earlier this 
week will move us in the wrong direc-
tion. It promises us growth through 
austerity, cutting $943 billion in discre-
tionary spending, but history has prov-
en that it just won’t work. 

Time and again, we see when an 
economy is recovering from a recession 
and it embraces austerity, the econ-
omy tumbles. That’s what happened in 
Europe over the past 2 years, that’s 
what happened in Japan in the 1990s, 
and that’s what happened in this coun-
try in 1937. We must learn from this 
lesson. 

In fact, experts say that the Repub-
lican budget will result in 2 million 
fewer American jobs and will decrease 
economic growth by 1.7 percent. 

Mr. Speaker, what we have to do is 
invest in our economy, nation-build 
here at home in America and in Ameri-
cans. This is a vehicle for growth. We 
should not be cutting those kinds of in-
vestments. 

Austerity is shortsighted, and we 
should reject it. 

f 

STANDING FIRM AGAINST 
THREATS TO SECOND AMEND-
MENT RIGHTS 
(Mr. DAINES asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, one of the 
best parts of my job is hearing from 
the people I serve in the great State of 
Montana. And while 1 million Mon-
tanans offer a lot of different ideas and 
a lot of different perspectives, there is 
one concern I hear about every day. 

Thousands of Montanans have 
reached out to my office because they 
are concerned about recent threats to 
their Second Amendment rights. Let 
me be clear: I do not support any ef-
forts that infringe upon Montanans’ 
rights to keep and bear arms. I will 
continue to stand firm against any pro-
posals that would threaten those 
rights. 

That’s why I’m joining Congressman 
STEVE STOCKMAN and many of my other 
colleagues in the House in signing a 
letter to Speaker BOEHNER that makes 
it clear that we—and the people we rep-
resent—are strongly opposed to any ef-
forts that would violate the rights pro-
tected by the Second Amendment, and 
we will reflect that commitment in any 
vote on legislation that comes before 
us. 

Whether it’s so-called ‘‘universal 
background checks’’ or sweeping bans 
of firearms owned by thousands of law- 
abiding Montanans, I will stand firm 
against any proposal that would 
threaten Montanans’ rights to keep 
and bear arms. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF JUDGE LEONARD 
WILLIAMS 

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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